= Ramzl Rasd's TEWA/SRAAD Middle East is considered one ol the region’s top advertising agenches.

(28) ADELALI
FOUNDER AND CED, AIR ARABIA
BAHRAIN

Adel All is widely credived with co-creating
the Middle East and North Africa’s first
levws-fures nirline, Air Arabia, which began
operations in Cotober 2003,

He brought with him over 25 years ol
strategic experience in aviation, (ourism
and marketing, and Ali's distinctive leader-
ship stvle — likened to that of fellow carrier
supremo Richard Branson — hoas helped
make Air Arabia a ploneering success

All previously served as viee president
of commercial and customer service for
Gulf Air, where he playved a central role in
the airine's recovery.

He also held senior management posi-
tons with Britsh Alrways, including gemneral
manager of Middle East And Africa.

In addition, Al served as a director and
senlor board member for a number of
companies in Middle East and Europe.

Hie has been recognised within the indus-

try as a Middle Enst sirline expert and has
received a numbser of awands for his contri-
bution to air transport and tourism in the
Midhdbe East and Africa

(NEW) RAMZI RAAD
CHMEMH TEWA/RAAD MIDDLE

LEB&HDH
Far nearly four decades Ramzi Raad has
been a key figure in the Middle Eastern and
Morth African advertisi 1 indusiry.

He graduated from the American Univer-
ity i Bedrut but fled the clvil war in Leba-
nomn, settling in Dubai in 1975, After seven
vears in the UAE, he moved to Paris and
then London, eventually finding his way
back 1o Dubal in the late 1980s,

Iy 1999 he founded TEBWASRAAD Middle

East, which has since been voted one of

the region's top five advertising agencies.
TBWA, a division of Omnwom Group, the
words biggest advertising company, counts
MeDonald's, Adidas and Apple among irs

cliemts, Speaking to Arabian Business earlier
this year, Raad said he was confident the
firm's success would continue, despite the
global gloom

(NEW ENTRY) RABIA ZARGARPUR
FASHIDN DESIGMNER

Itdh]d."l...h:L..'l:l.Ju... a prodtilsing youwng Eimirati
designer, is speedilv making a name for
herself in the fashion world

Her reputarion as an exciting new talent
wias cernented last yearwhen she was named
the regions ‘International Young Fashion
Entrepreneur of the Year” in a competition
sponsored by the British Council

Ihe award looks o discover upeoming
fashion designers who combine creatvity
with business acumer.

Zargarpur specialises in fashion for the
yvoung Muslim woman and defines her
style as 'universal modemn chic

e slogan ‘where modesty is always in
style’ appedrs on ber website and her label,
Rabda 7, featured in Intemational London
Fashion Week as a representative of the
Gulf, Mediterranean region

Zargarpur learnt her craft in the US,
studyving fashion and business, and it was
here that she decided (o launch her own
label. She returned to Dubai, and drew on
her experiences of wearing the mraditional
Muslim hijab in the L%

(NEW ENTRY) SORAYA NARFELDT

90 CHAIRMAN, RA INTERNATIOMAL
LEBAMON

Rorn in Beirat 1o a Scottish father and a

West African/ Lebanese mother, Narfeldt

describes hersell as a serial entrepreneur

who loves business

Her business, though, is primarily
conducted in war-torn countries, The
founder and boss of RA International, a
Dubai-based company which specialises
in reconstruction assistance in conflict or
post-crisis areas, Marfelts work is riskier
tham mwost

Inrerviswead |!-3.' Arabiarn Business a fiew
maonths ago she wold of being threatened
1*.']‘.]1,_!5:““ by a local commander in a small
towm in Afghanistan and persuading local
rebel leaders in Sierma Leone not to desiroy
the tevwm's only working mine.

MNarfeldt established RA International in
Alghanistan in 2002, when she followed her
husband out to the country, following his
posting by the United Marions (LUIN). She
learnt her craft during volunteer work with
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